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WEE HHETHER it be /awful or no (which 

K vw K itſelf may be diſputed, being not ſo clear 

Ka Point as ſome may imagine) it is by 

k XS of no Means expedient for us to ſeparate 
from the Eſtabliſh'd Church: 

1. BECAUSE it would be a Contradiction to the 
ſolemn and repeated Declarations, which we have 
made in all Manner of Ways, in Preaching, in 
Print, and in private Converſation; _- 1 

2. BECAUSE (on this as well as many other Ac- 
counts) it would give huge Occaſion of Offence to 
thoſe who ſeek and deſire Occaſion, to all the Ene- . © 
mies of Gop and his Truth: ooo 

3- BECAUSE it would exceedingly prejudice 
againſt us many who fear, yea, who love God, _ 
and thereby hinder their receiving ſo much, perhaps 
any farther, Benefit from our Preachinng 

4. BecAvsE it would hinder Multitudes of thoſe” - © 
who neither love nor fear Gop; from hearing us at all: 

A 2 1 5, B- 
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1 5. BECAUSE it would oecaſion many Hundreds, 
if not ſome Thouſands of thoſe who are now united 
with-us, to ſeparate from us; yea, and ſome of thoſe 


ho have a deep Work of Grace in their Souls: 


6. BEc Aust it would be throwing Balls of Wild- 
fire among them that are now quiet in the Land. 
We are now ſweetly united together in Love. We 
moſtly think and ſpeak the ſame Thing. But this 


would occaſion inconceivable Strife and Contention, 


between thoſe who left, and thoſe who remained in 
the Church, as well as between thoſe who left us, 
and thoſe who remained: with us: Nay, and be- 
tween thoſe very Perſons who remained, as they 
were variouſly inclined one Way or the other: 


7. BECAUSE, whereas Controverſy is now aſleep, 


and we in great Meaſure live. peaceably with all 
Men, ſo that we are ſtrangely at Leiſure to ſpend 
our whole Time and Strength, in enforcing plain, 
practical, vital Religion, (O what would many of 
our Forefathers have given, to have enjoyed fo 


bleſſed a Calm?) This would utterly baniſh Peace 


from among us, and that without Hope of its Re- 
turn. It would engage me for one, in a thouſand 
Controverſies, both in Publick and Private; (for 1 
ſhould be in Conſcience obliged to give the Reaſons 
of my Conduct, and to defend thoſe Reaſons againſt 
all Oppoſers) and ſo take me off from thoſe more 
uſeful Labours, which might otherwiſe employ the 
ſhort Remainder pf my Life: 

8. BECAUsE to form the Plan of a New Church 


would require infinite Time and Care, (which might 


be far more profitably beſtowed) with much more 
Wiſdom and greater Depth and Extenſiveneſs of 


Thought, than any of us are Maſters of: 
9. BEcaust from ſome having barely entertain - 
ed a diſtant 'T hought of this, evil Fruits have al- 
ready followed, ſuch as Prejudice againſt the Clergy 
in general; and aptneſs to believe Ill of them; Con- 
tempt (not without a Degree of Bitterneſs), of, 


Clergy- 
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Clergymen as ſuch, and a Sharpneſs of Language 


toward the whole Order, utterly unbecoming either 


Gentlemen or Chriſtiaas: Bro ig 
10, BECAUsE the Experiment has been fo fre- 


quently tried already, and the ſucceſs never anſwer'd 
the Expectation, Gop has fince the Reformation 


raiſed up from Time to Time many Witneſſes of 
pure Religion. If theſe lived and died (like Jan 
Arndt, Robert Bolton, and many others) in the 
Churches to which they belonged, notwithſtanding 
the Wicked neſs which overflowed both the Teachers 
and People theiein; they ſpread the Leaven of true 
Religion far and wide, and were more and more 
uſeful, 'till they went to Paradiſe, But if upon any 
Frovocation or Conſideration whatever, they ſepa- 


rated, and founded diſtin Part.es, their Influence 
was more and more confined ; they grew leſs and 


leſs uſeful to others, and generally loſt the Spirit of 
Religion themſelves in the Spirit of Controverſy ;_ 
11, BEcavusz we have melancholy Inſtances of 
this, even now before our Eyes, Many have in 
our Memory left the Church, and formed them- 
ſelves into diſtinct Bodies. And certainly ſome of 
them, from a real Perſuaſion, that they ſhould do 


(30D more Service. But have any ſeparated them- 
ſelves and proſpered ? Have they been either more 


hol, or more uſeful than they were before? 


12, BECAUSE by ſuch a Separation we ſhould _ 
not only throw away the peculiar Glorying which 
Gop has given us, That we do and will ſuffer all _ 
Things for our Brethren's Sake, tho* the more we 
love them, the leſs we be loved: But ſhould act in 


direct Contradiction'to that very End, for which we 
believe God bath raiſed us up. The chief Deſign 
of his Providence in ſending us out, is undoubtedly, 
To quicken our Brethren. - And the firſt Meſſage 
of all our Preachers is, to the loſt Sheep of the 


Church of England. Now would it not be a flat 


Contradiction to this Deſign, To ſeparate from the 
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Church? Theſe Things being conſidered, we can. 
not apprehend, whether it be lawful in itſelf or no, 
that it is lawful for us: were it only on this 
Ground, That it is by no means expedient. 


II. It has indeed been objected, That till we do 
ſeparate, we cannot be a compact, united Body. 
Ix is true, we cannot till then be a compa? 
united Bedy, if you mean by that Expreſſion, A 
Body diſtinct from all others. And we have no 
Deſire ſo to be. - 

IT has been objected, Secondly, It is mere Cow. 
ardice and Fear of Perſecution which makes you 
deſire to remain united with them.“ 

Tls cannot be proved. Let every one examine 
his own Heart, and not judge his Rrother. 

I is not probable. We never het, for any Per: 
ſecution, when we were in the Midft of it, either 
eh back from the Work, or even ſlackened our 
Pace. 
Bur this is certain: That although Perſecution 
many Times proves an unſpeakable Blefling to them 
that ſuffer it, yet we ought not wilfully to big it 
upon ourſe ges. Nay, we ought to do whatevep can 
lawfully be done, in order to prevent it. We ought 
to avoid it, ſo far as we lawfully can; when perſe- 
cuted in one City, to flee into another. If Gop 
ſhould ſuffer a General Perſecution, who would be 
_able to abide it, we know not. Perhaps thoſe who 
talk loudeſt, might flee firſt, Remember the Caſe 
of Dr. Pendlet.n. 


III. Upon the whole, one cannot but obſerve, 
how deſirable it is, That all of us who are engaged 
in the ſame Work, ſhould think and ſpeak the ſame 
Thing, be united in one Judgment, and uſe one 

and the ſame Language. | 7 
Do we not all now ſee Ourſelvet, the Methodi/t 
(fo called) in general, the Church and the Clergy in 

a clear Light? | 1 
| | I 


| 


| . 
Wx look upon ourſelves, not as the Authors, or 
Ringleaders of a particular Se& or Party; (It is the 


fartheſt Thing from our Thoughts :) but as Meſ+ 


ſengers of Gop, to thoſe who are Chriſtians in 
Name, but Heathens in Heart and in Life, to call 
them back to that from which they are fallen, to 


real, genuine Chriſtianity, We are therefore 


Debtors to all theſe, of whatever Opinion or De- 


nomination: And are conſequently to do all that in 


us lies, to pleaſe all, for their Good, to Edification. 
Wr look upon the Method (fo called) in 


general, not as any particular. Party; (This would 


exceedingly obſtruct the Grand Deſign, for which 
we conceive Gop has raiſed them up) but as living 
Witneſſes in, and to every Party, of that Chriſti- 
anity which we preach; which is hereby demon- 
ſtrated to be 'a real Thing, and viſibly held out to 
all the World, . | 

Wes look upon England as that Part of the World, 
and the Church as that Part of England, to which all 
we who are born and have been brought up there- 
in, owe our firſt and chief Regard. We feel is 
ourſelves a ſtrong Erogyn', a Kind of Natural Affec - 


tion for our Cn which we apprehend Chriſti- 


anity was never deſigned either to root out or te 
impair. We have à more peculiar Concern for our 
Brethren, for that Part of our Countrymen, to 
whom we have been joined from our Youth up, by 
Ties of a Religious as well as a Civil Nature. 
True it is, that they are in general, without Gon 


in the World. So much the more do our Bowels 


yearn over them. They do lie in Darkneſs and the 
Shadow of Death. The more tender is our Com- 
paſſion for them. And when we have the fulleſt 


Conviction of that complicated Wickedneſs which 


covers them as a Flood, then do we feel the moſt 
(and we deſite to feel yet more) of that inexpreſſible 
} motion, with which our bleſſed Lord beheld Je- 


en and wept and lamented over it. Then are 
80 4 4 we 


| * 


. 
we the moſt willing to /pend and to be ſpent for them, 
yea, to lay down our Lives for our Brei hren. 

W look upon th- Clergy, not only as a Part of 
theſe our Brethren, but as that Part whom Gop by 
his adorable Providence, has called to be Watch- 
men over the reſt, for whom therefore they are to 
give -a ſtrict Account. If theſe then neglect their 
important Charge, if they do not watch over them 
with all their Power, they will be of all Men moſt 
miſerable, and ſo are entitled to our deepeſt Com- 
paſſion. So that to feel, and much more to expreſs 
either Contempt or Bitterneſs towards them, betrays 
an utter Ignorance of ourſelves and of the Spirit 
which we eſpecially ſhould be of. 85 

BECAUSE this is a Point of uncommon Concern, 
let us conſider it a little farther, 1 

Tre Clergy wherever we are, are either Friends 
to the Truth, or Neuters, or Enemies to it. i 

Ir they are Friends to it, certainly we ſhould do 
every Thing, and omit every Thing we can with a 
ſafe Conſcience, in order to continue, and if it be 
poſſible, increaſe their Good-wi'l to it. 

IF they neither further nor hinder it, we ſhould 
do alkthat in us lies, both for their Sakes and for the 
Sake of their ſeveral Flocks, to give their Neutrality 
the right Turn, that it may change into Love rather 
than Hatred. 1 s 

Ir they are Enemies, ſtill we ſnould not deſpair 
of leſſening, if not removing their Prejudice. We 
ſhould try every Means again and again. We 
ſhould employ all our Care, Labour, Prudence, 
joined with fervent Prayer, to overcome Evil with 
Good, to melt their Hardneſs into Love. 

Ir is true, that when any of theſe openly wreſt 
the Scriptures, and deny the grand Truths of the 
Goſpel, we cannot but declare and defend, at con- 
venient Opportunities, the important Truths which 
they deny. But in this Caſe eſpecially we have 
Need of all Gentleneſs and Meekneſs of Wiſdome 

1 Contempt, 


>» < * 


ES 
Contempt, Sharpneſs, Bitterneſs can do no Good 
The Wrath of Man worketh nat the Righteouſneſs of. 
Gor. Harſh Methods have been tried again and 
again (by two or three unſettled Railers): At Wed- 
neſbury, St. Tues, Cort, Canterbury. And how did 
they ſucceed? They always occaſioned numberleſs 
Evils; often wholly ſtopt the Courſe of the Goſpel. _ 
Therefore, were it only on a prudential Account, 
were Conſcience unconcerned therein, it ſhould be 
a ſacred Rule to all our Preachers, No Contempt, 
no Bitterneſs to the Clergy.” . 

2. Micr it not be another (at leaſt prudential) 
Rule, for every Methodiſt Preacher, Not to fre- 
quent any Diſſenting Meeting? (Tho' we blame 
none who have been always accuſtomed to it) But 
if we do this, certainly our People will. Now this 
is actually ſeparating from the Church. If therefore 
it is (at leaſt) not expedient to ſeparate, neither is 
this expedient. Indeed we may attend our Aſſem- 
blies, and the Church too ; becauſe they are at dif- 
ferent Hours, _But we cannot attend both the 
Meeting and the Church, becauſe they are at the 


Oo 
fame Hours. 1 


Ir it be ſaid, But at the Church we are fed with 
Chaff, whereas at the Meeting we have wholeſome 
Food :” We anſwer, 1, The Prayers of the Church 
are not Chaff: They are ſubſtantial Food for any, 
who are alive to Gop. 2. The Lorp's Supper is, 
not Chaff, but pure and wholeſome for all who 
receive it with upright Hearts. Yea, 3. In almoſt - 
all the Sermons we hear there, we hear many Srenk 
and important Truths. And whoever has a ipiti». 
tual Diſcernment, may eaſily ſeparate the ChalF. 
from the W heat therein. 4. How little is the Caſe 
mended at the Meeting? Either the Teachers are. 
New Light Men, denying the Lox Þ that bought 
them, and overturning his Goſpel, from the very 
Foundations: Or they are Predeſtinarians, and ſo, 
preach Predeſtination and Final Perieyerance, more 


| 110.4 
or leſs. Now whatever this may be to them who 
were educated therein, yet to thoſe of our Brethren 
who have lately embraced it, repeated Experience 
ſhews it is not wholeſome Food : Rather to them 
it has the Effect of deadly Poiſon, In a ſhort Time 
it deſtroys all their Zeal, for God, They grow 
fond of Opinions and Strife of Words. They de- 
ſpiſe S-If-denial and the daily Croſs; and to com- 
pleat all, wholly ſeparate from their Brethren, 

3. No is it expedient for any cthodr/t Preacher, 
to imitate the Diſſenters in their Manner of Praying : 

Either, in his Tone All particular Tones both in 
Prayer and Preaching ſhould be avoided with the 
utmoſt Care: Nor in his Language ; all his Words 
ſhould be plain and ſimple, ſuch as the loweſt of 

his Hearers both uſe and underſtand: Or in the 
Length of his Prayer, which ſhould not uſually ex- 
ceed four or five Minutes, either before or after 
Sermon. One might add, Neither ſhould we ſing, 
like them in a flow, drawling Manner: We ſing 
ſwift, both becauſe it ſaves Time, and becauſe it 
tends to awake and enliven the Soul, | 

4. Fourthly, Ir we continue in the Church not 
by Chance, or for want of Thought, but upon ſolid 
and well weighed Reaſons, then we ſhould never 
ſpeak contemptuoufly of the Church, or any Thing 
pertaining to it. In ſome Senſe, it is the Mother 
of us all, who have been brought up therein, We 

ought never to make her Blemiſhes Matter of Di- 

verſion, but rather of ſolemn Sorrow before Gop, 

We ought never to talk ludicroufly of them; no, 

not at all, without clear Neceſfity. Rather, we 

ſhould conceal them, as far as ever we can, without 
bringing Guilt upon our own Conſcience, And we 
ſhould all uſe every Rational and Scriptural Means, 
to bring others to the fame Temper and Behaviour. 

I fay, Al; for if ſome of us are thus minded, and 

others of an oppoſite Spirit and Behaviour, this will 


breeda real Schiſm among ourſelves, It will of Courſe 
3 | divide 


12 
divide us into Two Parties; each of which will be 
liable to perpetual Jealouſies, Suſpicions and Animo- 
ſities againſt the other. Therefore on this Account 
likewiſe, it is expedient in the higheſt Degree, that we 
ſhould be tender of the Church to which we belong. 

5. In order to ſecure this End, to cut off all Jea- 
louſy and Suſpicion from our Friends, and Hope from 
our Enemies, of our having any Deſign to ſeparate 
from the Church, it would be well for every Metho- 
diſt Preacher, who has no Scruple concerning it, to 
attend the Service of the Church, as often as conve- 
niently he can. And the more we attend it, the 
more we love it, as conſtant Experience ſhews. On 
the contrary, the longer we abſtain from it, the leſs 
Deſire we have to attend it at all. | 

6. Laſily, WHERE As we are ſurrounded on every 
Side, by thoſe who are equally Enemies to us and 
to the Church of England; and whereas theſe are 
long practiſed in this War, and ſkilled in all the Ob- 
jections againſt it: While our Brethren on the other 
Hand are quite Strangers to them all, and ſo on a 
ſudden know not how to anſwer them: It is highly 
expedient for every Preacher to be provided with 
ſound Anſwers to thoſe Objections, and then to in- 
ſtruct the Societies where he labours, how to defend 
themſelves againſt thoſe Aſſaults. It would be there- 
fore well for you carefully to read over the Preſerva- 
tive againſi unſettled Notions in Religion, together 
with Serious Thoughts concerning Perſeverance and 
Predeſtinaticn calmly conſidered. And when you are 
Maſters of them yourſelves, it will be eaſy for you 
to recommend and explain them to our Societies : 
That they may no more be tot to and fro by guery 
ind of | Sou Bp but being ſettled in one Mind 
and one Judgment, by ſolid ſcriptural and rational 
Arguments, may grow up in all Things into Him wha 
is our Head, even Jeſus Chriſt, 


JOHN WESLEY, 
AG I think 
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I think myſelf bound in Duty, to add my Teſti. 
mony to my Brother's. His Twelve Reaſons againſt 
our ever Separating from the Church of England, 
are mine alſo, 1 ſubſcribe to them with all my 
Heart. Only with regard to the Firſt, 7 am quite 
clear, that it is neither Expedient, nor Lawr vu. 
for Me to Separate: And I never had the leaſt In- 
clination or Temptation ſo to do. My Aﬀec- 
tion for the Church is as ſtrong as ever: And J 
clearly ſee my Calling; which is, to live and to 
die in her Communion. This, therefore, I am 
determined to do, the Lord being my Helper. 

I have ſubjoined the HyMNns for the Lay- 


Preachers; ſtill farther to ſecure this End, to cut off 


all Fealouſy and Suſpicion from our Friends, or Hape 
from our Enemies, of our having any Deſign of ever 
Separating from the Church. I have no ſecret Re- 
ſerve, | or diſtant Thought of it. I never had. 
Would to Gop all the Methodiſt Preachers were, 
in this reſpect, like minded with 


CHARLES WESLEY. 


HYMNS 


« % 


For the USE of the 


METHODIST PREACHERS. 


HYMN I. 


Oo LORD, our ftrength and righteouſneſs, 
Our baſe, and head, and corner-ſtone, 
Our peace with Gop, our mutual peace, 
Unite, and keep thy Servants one, 
That while we ſpeak in Jesus* name, 
We all may ſpeak, and think the ſame. 


2, That ſpirit of love to each impart, 
That fervent mind, which was in Thee, 
So ſhall we all our ſtrength exert, 
In heart, and word, and deed agree 
T' advance the kingdom of thy grace, 
And ſpread thine everlaſting praiſe. 
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3. O never may the Fiend ſteal in, 

Or one unſtable ſoul deceive: 
Aſſail'd by our beſetting fin, 
And tempted ſore the work to leave, 
Preſerve us, Lord, from ſelf and pride, 
And let nor life, nor death divide. 


4. Pride, only pride, can cauſe divorce, 
Can ſeparate twixt our ſouls and Thee; 
Pride, only pride, is difcord's ſource, 
The bane of peace and charity : | 
But us it never more ſhall part, 
For Thou art greater than our heart. 


5, Wherefore to thine almighty hand 
The keeping of our hearts we give, 
Firm in one mind and ſpirit ſtand, : 
To Thee, and to each other cleave, 
Fixt on the Rock which cannot move, 


And meekly ſafe in humble love, 
1. ORT H in thy ſtrength, O Lord, we ge, 
F Forth in thy ſteps and loving mind, 
o pay the goſpel- debt we owe, 
(The word of grace for all mankind) 
To ſow th' incorruptible ſeed, 
And find the loſt, and wake the dead. 


2. The wand'ring ſheep of England's fold 
Demand our firſt and tendereſt care, 
Who under ſin and Satan ſold 
Uſurp the Chri/tian character, 
The Chriſtian character prophane, 
And take thy Church's name in vain, 


3. Or 


— 
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3. Or ſhameleſs advocates for hell, 
Their crimes they Sodom-like confeſs, 
Or varniſh'd with a ſpecious zeal, 
An empty form of godlineſs, 
The power they impiouſly blaſpheme, 
And call our hope a madman's dream. 


* 


4. Haters of Gon, yet ſtill they ery, 
« The temple of the Lord are we 
« The Church, the Church! ho dare defy 
Thy ſelf-exiſtent Deity, 
Proudly oppoſe thy righteous reign, | 
And crucify their God again. 


5. Gainſt theſe by Thee ſent forth to fight, 
A ſuffering war we calmly wage, 
With patience meet their fierce deſpite, 
With love repay their furious rage, 
Revil'd, we bleſs ; defam'd, intreat ; 
And ſpurn'd, we kiſs the ſpurner's feet. 


b. Arm'd with thine all-ſufficient grace, 
Thy meek unconquerable mind, 
Our foes we cordially embrace, 
(The filth and refuſe of mankind) 
We gladly all reſign our breath, 
To ſave one precious ſoul from death, 


HYMN III. 


1. OQO be it, Lord! if Thou ordain, 
We come to ſuffer all thy will, 
The utmoſt violence to ſuſtain 
Of thoſe that can the body kill, 
But having puſh'd us to the ſhore, 
The feeble worms can do no more, 


I 5 | | . We 
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2. We come, depending on thy name, 
For we have counted firſt the ooſt: 
Let eaſe, and liberty, and fame, 
And friends, and life itſelf be loſt, 


We come our faithfulneſs t' approve, 
And pay Thee back thy dying love. 


3. Not in a conhdent conceit 3 
Of our own ſtrength, and virtuous power, 
Me offer up ourſelves, to meet 
The fierceneſs of that fiery hour: 
Left to ourſelves we all ſhall fly, 
And I ſhall firſt my Lord deny. 


4. I firſt, of ill o'ercome, ſhall yield, 
Apoſtate from thy glorious cauſe, 
Shall vilely caft away my ſhield, 
And hate the haters of thy croſs, 
Retort the ſharp opprobrious: word, 
Or ſmite with the offenſive ſword. 


. Strange fire will in this boſom burn, 
Unleſs Thou quench it with thy blood; 
Impatient of their cruel ſcorn 
My ſpirit will throw off the load, 
66 And Baabe Prieſts with wrath repel, 
And ſend th' accurſed brood to hell.” 


6. Or I ſhall gaul the mired race 
By ſatire keen, and railings rude, 
By proud contempt, and malice baſe, 
Scurrilous wit, and Jaughter lewd, 
Laughter which ſoon itſelf bemoans, 
And ends in everlaſting groans. 


7. But do not, Lord, from us remove, 
While ſin and Saran, are ſo near, 
But arm us with thy patient love, 
'T hat only to ourlelves ſevere 
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The world we may, like Thee, oppoſe, 
And die, a ranſom for our foes. 


HYMN IV. 


I. TASTER, at thy command we riſe, | 


No Prophets we, or Prophets ſons, 
Or mighty, or well-born, or wile ; 

But quick ned clods, but breathing ſtones, 
Urg'd to cry out, conſtrain'd to call, 
And tell mankind — He died for all ! 


2, We ſpeak, becauſe they hold their peace, 
Who ſhould thy dying love proclaim: * 
We moi declare thy righteouſneſs, 
Thy truth, and power, and ſaving name, 
Though the dumb aſs with accent clear 
Rebuke the ſilence of the ſeer. 


3. But ſhall we &er ourſelves forget, 

And in our gifts and graces truſt, 
With wild contempt the Prophets treat, 
Proudly againſt the branches boaſt, 

Or dare the Rulers vilify, | | 
Or mock the Prieſts of God molt high 


4. Let them alone, thy Wiſdom cries, 
If blind conduQors of the blind 
Let them alone, our heart replies, 
And draws us to the work aſſign'd, 
The work of publiſhing the word, 
And ſeizing ſinners for our Lord. 


5. Here let us ſpend our utmoſt zeal, 
Here let us all our powers exert, 
To teſtify thy gracious will, 
Inform the world how kind Thou art, 
And nothing, know, delire, approve, 
But JESUS———and thy bleeding love. 
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HYMN v. 


t. TESU, thy waiting ſervants ſee 
Aſſembled here with one accord; 
Ready to be ſent forth by Thee, 
Too preach, when Thou ſhalt give, the word: 
Now, Lord, our work, our province ſhew, 
For lo! we come, thy will to do. 


— 


2. O what a ſcene attracts our eyes ! 
What multitudes of lifeleſs ſouls ! 
An open vale before us lies, | 
A place of graves, a place of ſkulls, 
The deſolate houſe of England's ſons, 
A Church—a charnel of dry bones! 


3. The ſlaves of pride, ambition, luſt, 
Our broken pale, alas, receives | 
The world into the temple thruſt, 
And make our Church a den of thieves, 
Her grief, her burthen, and her ſhame, +. 
Yet all aſſume the Church's name. 


4. Her deſolate ſtate too well we know, 
But neither hate her, nor deſpiſe: + 
Our boſoms bleed, our tears o'erflow ; 
We view her, Saviour, with thine eyes, 
(O might ſhe know in this her day!) 
And till we weep, and ſtill we pray. 


5. We pray that theſe dry bones may live: 
We ſee the anſwer of our prayer | 
Thou doſt a thouſand tokens give, 
That England's Church is ſtill thy care, 
Ten thouſand witneſſes appear, 
Ten thouſand proofs, that Gop is here 
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6. Here then, O Gop, vouchſafe to dwell, 
And mercy on our Sion ſhew; 
Her inbred enemies expel, 
Avenge her of her helliſn foe, 


Cauſe on her waſtes thy face to ſhine, 
And comfort her with light divine. 


7. O Light of life, thy ſpirit ſned, . 
In all his chearing, quick'ning power: 
Thy word that rais'd zs from the dead, 
Can raiſe ten thouſand, thouſand more, 
Can bring them up from-nature's grave, 
And the whole houſe of Iſrael fave, 


HY MN VI. 


1. AREA T Guardian of Britannia's land, 
To Thee we here preſent our blood, 
Set forth the laſt, a deſperate band 
Devoted for our country's good, 
Our brethren dear, our fleſh and bone, 
We live, and die, for them alone. 


2. Our brethren ; tho' they ſtill diſclaim, 
And us deſpitefully intreat, 
With ſcornful rage caſt out our name, 
Trample as dirt beneath their feet, 
Out of their ſynagogues expel, 
And doom us to the hotteſt hell. 


3. If Thou preſerve our ſouls in peace, 
Our brethren ſhall afflict in vain: 
Moſt patient, when they moſt oppreſs, 
We all their cruel wrongs ſuſtain, 
And ſtrengthen'd by thy meek'ning power, 
The more they hate, we love the more. 


4. No, 
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4. No, never ſhall their rage prevail, 
Or force: us the dry bones to leave: 
The more they puſh us from the pale, 
The cloſer we to Sion cleave, 5 
And daily in the temple found, 2 
Delight to kifs the ſacred ground. A 


5. If ſome defile the hallow'd place, 
The truth, and us with ſlanders load, 
Or fiercely from their altars chaſe, 

And rob us of the children's food, 
We will not quit thy houſe and word, 
Or loath the offer ings of the Lord. 


6. Should thoſe who ſit in Moſes' ſeat, 
Conſpire thy little flock to harm, 
Judge in their courts, and ſcourge, and beat, 
And bruiſe us with the Ruler's arm, 


Matter of joy our ſhame we make, 
And bear it, Saviour, for thy ſake. 


7. Or ſhould they ſtir the people up 
Our goods to ſpoil, our limbs to tear, 
Suſtain'd by that immortal hope, | 
T heir lawleſs violence we bear ; 
Or laid in bonds our voices raiſe, 
And ſhake the dungeon with thy praiſe. 


8. A gazing- ſtock to fiends and men, 
When arm'd with thine all-patient power, 
As ſheep appointed to be ſlain, | 
We wait the laſt, the fiery hour, 
And ne'er from England's Church will move, 
Till torn away——to That above. 


HYMN 
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HYMN VII. 
The PREACHER'S PRAYER for the Fock. 


1. ({ HEPHERD of ſouls, the great, the good, 
For the dear purchaſe of thy blood © 
To Thee in faith we pray: _ 
The lambs and ſheep of England's fold, 
Now in thy book of life inroll'd, 
Preſerve unto that dax. 


2. Whom Thou by us haſt gather'd in, 
Defend the little flock from ſin, 

From error's paths ſecure: r 
Stay with them, Lord, when we depart, 
And guard the iſſues of their heart, 

And keep their conſcience: pure. 


2. Soon as their guides are taken home, 
We know the grievous wolves will come, 
Determin'd not to ſpare; - _. 
The ſtragglers from thy wounded ſide, 
The Wolves will into Sects divide, 
And into parties tear. 


4. Ev'n of ourſelves ſhall men ariſe, | 
With words perverſe and ſoothing lies, 
Our children to beſet, - _ 
Diſciples for themſelves to make, 
And, draw for filthy lucre's ſake, - 
The ſheep into their net. 


5. What then can their protection be? 
The virtue that proceeds from Thee, 
The power of humble love: 
The ſtrength of all- ſufficient grace, 
Receiv'd in thine appointed ways, 
Can land them ſafe above. 


6, Now, | 
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6. Now, Saviour, cloath them with thy power, 
And arm their ſouls againſt that hour 
With faith invincible, 
Teach them to wield the ſpirit's ſword, 


| And mighty in the written word 

+ To chaſe both earth and hell. 
1 | 7. When I from all my burthens freed, 
| Am number'd with the peaceful dead, 
| In everlaſting reſt, 


Pity the ſheep I leave behind, 
My Gop, unutterably kind, 
And lodge them in thy breaſt. 


8. Ah! never ſuffer them to leave | 
The Church, where Thou art pleas'd to give 
Such tokens of thy grace! 
Confirm them in their calling here, 
Till ripe by holieſt love t' appear 
Before thy glorious Face. 


9. Whom into thy hands.commend, 
Wilt Thou not keep them to the end, 
Thou infinite in love ? 
Aſſure me, Lord, it ſhall be ſo, 
And let my quiet Spirit go 
To join the Church above. 
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10. Sion, my firſt, my lateſt care, 
The burthen of my dying prayer, 
Now in thine arms I ſee; 
And ſick on earth of ſeeing more, 
I haſten home, my Gop t adore 
Thro' all eternity. | 
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